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     Every now and then, on a slow news 
day, we will hear a story of some stunt 
which has been staged in an attempt to get 
into the Guiness Book of World Records. 
The most recent one I heard about was of 
a few hundred students on a college cam-
pus who set out to play a larger and longer 
game of musical chairs than the standing 
record holder. I doubt anyone who partici-
pated was too serious about it, but at the 
same time, mixed in with their whimsy 
was perhaps a little bit of wistfulness – the 
thought they might do something that will 
set them apart and last a little while, a 
claim to fame. 
 
For a thousand years in your sight are 
like yesterday when it is past… 
You sweep us away, like grass that  
flourishes in the morning and fades and 
withers in the evening… 
 
     The psalmist’s blunt recognition in the 
90th  psalm is that of God’s being eternal 
and our being anything but. He doesn’t 
like the idea all that much, not any more 
than you or I like it. “Help us,” he goes on 
to plead, “to deal wisely with this recogni-
tion of our own mortality.” Having said 
that, at the very end he can’t quite bear the 
thought and concludes with this plaintive 
hope… 
Establish thou the work of our hand, 
Yea, the work of our hands establish thou 
it, 
which is a way of saying, “Lord, let me 
leave behind some lasting evidence that I 
have lived.” 
     Brenda and I hardly enjoy anything 
more than a walk on a westward facing 
beach at sunset, whether on a Lake Michi-
gan shoreline or the Gulf Coast. And at 
times when we get a chance to do so, and 
when I see the globular remains of what 
was once an impressive sand castle, I get 
the same feeling as the psalmist. Are these 
tide washed remains the stories of our 
lives? Will there be hardly a trace? In 

terms of our lasting earthly impact, the 
psalmist and Paul the Apostle would 
pretty much agree: that’s about it. 
     When that reality hits home, usually 
around age 50, it can have an insidious 
effect – the effect of leading us to question 
the value of that to which we have given 
our lives. I read recently of a big time 
newspaper editor who had recently retired. 
His first thought had been, “They won’t 
be able to find anyone to do what I was 
doing.” Of course, he was wrong about 
that. His next thought was, “They won’t 
be able to find anyone to do what I was 
doing as well as I was doing it.” He soon 
had to admit he was wrong about that, too. 
His third thought was more in this direc-
tion, “What I was doing wasn’t worth all 
that much.” 
     That third thought is the one that can 
shatter people. But the fact the earthly 
impact of all but a few of our lives is 
almost certain to be erased by the next 
tide does not mean it wasn’t worth do-
ing. 
     In our heart of hearts we know this is 
true. My grandson, Gus, built his first 
sand castle last week. Was that a waste? 
Was it not worth doing, to give a child a 
few hours of happiness on a sunny morn-
ing, the kind of happiness that will be 
imbedded in a young man’s character 
some twenty five years later and cherished 
in his memory fifty years after that?  
Would you wish to have invested yourself 
some other way? 
     I wonder if one of the benchmarks of 
moving to maturity may not be that time 
in our lives when we cease being worried 
about making our mark, and begin to 
think instead in terms of seeing to it that 
in our brief moment of historical time we 
are going to fill whatever place we are 
temporarily filling as best we know 
how…doing what love and honor and 
faith lead us to do…offering our best 
work, drinking in the beauty of life and 
facing the pain with courage and hope. 
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The world has great need of such 
people. 
     Paul adds this, Do not lose 
heart…we know that if the earthly 
tent we live in is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, a house 
not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. 
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Where can you: 
· Renew your spirit 
· Recharge your spiritual batteries 
· Rejoice with music 
· Reconnect with God 
· Revitalize your life 
· Relax in the knowledge God loves 

you! 
… for only $95? Sounds like a huge 
challenge, doesn’t it?  
 

It’s possible, however; when you join 
us for the Women Of Faith conference 

in Indy this year.  
  

Costs include the bus ride to and from 
Conseco Fieldhouse Friday and Satur-
day, box lunches both days AND presen-
tations by Patsy Clairmont, Marilyn Me-
berg, Sandi Patty, Anita Renfroe, and 
Lisa Welchel. Music guests include not 
only Sandi Patty, but Steven Curtis 
Chapman and Mandisa. 
 

For more information, please contact 
Peg Peter (643-6977), and make your 
reservation—you’ll not regret attending! 

Put Wednesday nights July 28-September 1 on your calendar.  We will have a six 
week late summer Quest study group on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:30 pm in 
the north-south parlor at the downtown site.  Pastor Donna will facilitate a study of 
Bishop Robert Schnase’s new book, Five Practices of Fruitful Living. 

 
Bishop Schnase was the featured teacher at annual conference in June and is the 
author of the book, “Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations.”  This is the book we 
have used in our Indiana conference and here at First UMC the past two years as a 
basis of assessing and implementing our ministry. 

 
Our study will help answer these questions:  “How do I cultivate a life that is pur-
poseful, deep, and fruitful?  What are the commitments, critical risks, and personal 
practices that open me to God’s grace?  How can I discover the spiritual life and the 
difference God intends for me to make in the world?”  Come join us and let’s explore 
together how to cooperate with God in our spiritual growth. 
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Never had the chance to attend the School of 
Christian Mission (SCM) when it was at Man-
chester College? Well, here’s your chance to try it 
out while it’s in your own backyard! This year’s 
school will be held July 13th-July 16, for those 
who can attend the entire school. However, if 
you’ve always been curious about what was be-
ing studied, join with many other people who will 
attend the Sampler Event on Saturday, July 17.  
While registration on the 17th begins at 7:30 am, 
the first session begins at 9:00 in Byrum Hall.  
The cost of the day is $25 for adults and $10 for 
the children’s program for children aged 12 and 
under. (The cost includes lunch). 
This year’s studies include For the Love of God: 
John’s Letters , which offers an in-depth study of 
John 1,2 & 3, as well as the fourth gospel, and 
seeks to answer the questions, “who wrote the 
letters?”, “to whom were they written?”, and “what 
do they mean to us today?”, as well as several 
others. Rev. Dr. Derek Weber will be the study 
leader for this topic. 
Another study topic is The Beauty and Courage 
of Sudan , which will explore the history of the 
Sudan, current challenges in the country, how 
women are contributing to the peace initiative in 
the country, and help Westerners (that’s us) to 
understand the situation in that country. 

A third topic is Joy to the World: Mission in the Age 
of Global Christianity , which will explore mission and 
evangelism in the context of Christianity as a world-wide 
religion. The study looks at why we are involved in    
mission and how we spread the good news of Jesus 
Christ. 
The Saturday Sampler looks to be jam packed with    
information to use in our local churches, so please 
strongly consider attending. 
Applications for attendance are available in the church 
office. 
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Howdy y’all! That’s some of my Southern     
Indiana roots coming through. It sure is hot out 
there! We’re in the thick of summer and I, for 
one, am glad I was given a window AC unit for 
free. I love my box fan, but there are just some 
days where it’s really not enough. What are 
some things you do to keep cool during the 
summer months? Other than a box fan and an 
air conditioner, I try to simply stay out of my 
apartment. I might go home briefly for dinner, 
but I’ll try to hang out with someone who has 
AC or go somewhere with someone who has 
AC. At night it’s not too bad, but during the day 
my place can feel like an oven.  Now I know 
what chicken nuggets feel like. Anyway, on to 
youth ministry things! 

In the last issue I promised a recap of Youth 
Sunday (and if you subscribed to Positive Con-
cepts, our youth ministry newsletter, you would 
have read it already.) I don’t think the services 
for Youth Sunday could have gone any better. 
We tried a couple different things, and the   
congregation received them really well. The big 
thing that made me the most nervous was 
watching a video and facilitating a discussion 
afterwards in place of the sermon. I was afraid 
no one would say anything, but people seemed 
truly moved by it and a lot of great and      
meaningful things were shared. I hope we can 
take a few of the things we tried and start doing 
them in our services more regularly. Thanks to 
all who helped out in any way! Here is a list of 
the youth who were involved: 

Kendra Saunders: Prelude in 9 am service 

Kylee Wessar: Welcome and announcements 

Lucas Mendel: Led Lord’s Prayer, Bake Auction 
Skit, usher, acolyte 

Bailey Strock: Led greeting time, played       
keyboard in youth band. 

Marissa Childs: Led guided silent prayer, led 
Prayers of the People (9 am). 

Grace Mendel: Children’s Sermon, usher 

Cameron Mendel: Scripture reading, usher 

Stephen Shaw: Sang in youth band, Blessing 
and Going Forth 

Victoria Cook: Led Prayers of the People (11:10 
am), Bake Auction Skit 

Natalie Griner: Sang in youth band 

Quentin Cook: Played drums in youth band 

Evan Scherer: Played guitar in youth band 

Sara Spurgeon: Sang in youth band 

Dakota Wable: Usher 

Derrick Cook: Usher, Acolyte, Bake Auction Skit 

Jim Strock: Played guitar in youth band. 

Something else that went really well was the 
Bake Auction Fundraiser. This year we         
preceded it with a pancake breakfast. The   
turnout was awesome! We raised $2005! From 
what I’ve been told that is the most all-time. We 
had over 60 items donated. Thanks to all who 
helped out and to those who donated baked 
goods!. We have enough money to send our 
youth to camp and then some. 

I’m not sure if I need to review anything else, 
but I’m going to throw in some dates and things 
that are coming up  and get out of here so you 
can get on to reading more things. We are leav-
ing for camp on July 4th, and returning on July 
9th. Please keep all of us in your prayers! There 
will be a youth-oriented concert at Davis Park 
on July 16th. The bands featured are Letting 
Love and Grisham; the gate opens at 5 pm, and 
the music starts at 6 pm. If it rains we will be in 
the lodge!  

That’s all for now! 
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The senior high youth in our church are heading out for 
camp the week of July 4th.  We will return on July 9th.  
Keep us in your prayers as we travel,  
experience God, and have to live with each other in close 
quarters.  We are also going with Cross Roads UMC, St. 
Matthew UMC, Frankton UMC, and Evangel Heights 
UMC (in South Bend).  Here is a list of the youth and 
adults from our church who are going or helping out in 
any way: 
Victoria Cook Stephen Shaw     Adrene Martin  
Tom Hart         Derrick Cook     Dejon McCloud   
Jake Brooks    Grace Mendel     Bailey Strock  
Alice Baker     Cameron Mendel Danielle Hunt  
Mary Mendel  John Mendel         Lucas Mendel  
Peg Peter       Jason Cramer      Dave Peter          
Richard Cassiday  

Youth will NOT MEET July 4th  
as we will be heading to camp 
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Children in 1st  thru 8th grades are 
invited to attend the Art and Music 
Day Camp to be held at the down-
town facility of First United Methodist 
Church. Lunch will be provided every 
day and there will be a performance 

on Friday evening at 7 p.m., preceded by a dinner 
for families and participants. Details concerning 
cost and menu will be available at a later date. 
 
Chimes and Bells: Children will learn to play 
Chimes & Bells. They do not need to read music to 
enjoy playing these instruments. Plan to have fun 
while learning music and new songs. 
 
Rhythm/Orff Instruments: It’s time to have some 
fun and lots of movement. Music, games and 
rhythm along with Orff instruments will take place 
during this time.  Who knows what fun activity will 
happen during this opportunity. 
 
Singing: Learn a new song(s). We’ll be doing 
rounds and maybe add some instruments...we’ll 
make a joyful noise. 
 
Crafting:  Part of the camp will include a craft time. 
Make a fun project. You might be doing a paper 
project or something edible. Either way it is sure to 
be interesting. 
 
The cost of the camp is $25 for all 5 days and    
includes lunch, snacks and music.  Registration is 
required by July 16, and some financial aid is  
available.  There is a limit of 25 ringers.  You may 
call 643-6977 for further information 
and registration forms 
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The Boy in the 
Striped Pajamas 
By John Boyne 
 

 John Boyne has written a modern fa-
ble about life in Germany in the middle of 
the twentieth century. 
 A soldier of the Third Reich was 
picked by the “fury” to manage a huge camp 
named “Out-with.” 
 The story is told by the small son of 
the commandant who secretly becomes 
friends of another child who happens to be 
on the other side of a fence dividing the resi-
dents of the camp from the boy and his  
family. 
 Many people want to stamp out the 
memory of this terrible historical reality. 
This fable relates the horror of those days. 
The ending of the story will never be        
forgotten. 
 The Boy In The Striped Pajamas  
will keep your interest, no doubt about it. 
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Listed below are the teams scheduled to cook at the 
Community Café for the month of July. Thank you to 
all team members for all you do. 

June 27—Cheryl Eiler 
July 4—Deardra Roesch 

July 11—Brian Beckerman 
July 18—Mark Shaw 

July 25—Sandy French 
August 1—Peg Peter 

The Helping Hands Non-food Pantry has become one of 
the busiest ministries in the church.  Grown from a need to 
help persons down on their luck in the Anderson commu-
nity, we are able to provide  assistance to 50-70 families 
each month we are open.  
There are always opportunities to donate to this ministry, as 
well as the Community Café.  Below is a brief list of the 
needs for both the Helping Hands Non-food Pantry, and the 
Community Café. 
 
Non-Food Pantry                      Community Cafe  
Dish soap            Canned goods 
Powdered laundry detergent      Boxed dinners 
Deodorant                                  Non-perishable  
Paper towels    food items  
Diapers 
Baby wipes 
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Put these dates on your calendar for 
upcoming Bon Amis trips.    

July 2—Symphony on the Prairie Patriotic concert 
and picnic supper 

August 10—rescheduled trip to South Bend—
Studebaker Museum; Tippecanoe Place for 
lunch; South Bend Chocolate Factory 

Reserve September 9-10 for an overnight trip to 
Longaberger Baskets and German Village in 
Ohio.   

Bon Amis is a travel group for adults aged 55 and older.  
Participants from other churches and the community are 
welcomed and encouraged to join us.  Please call the 
church office (643-6977) to make reservations.         
Payment is requested at the time of reservations. 

July 2—Symphony on the Prairie  
       concert and picnic supper 

This  experience has become an annual tradition for Bon 
Amis.  The evening  starts with a box supper at Conner 
Prairie (at tables) and concludes with the patriotic con-
cert presented by Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra.  
The bus will leave at 5:45 pm and return approximately 
11:00 pm.  The cost of the trip is $33 and includes the 
concert ticket, supper, and bus.   Only a couple of 
spots are left! 

August 10—South Bend attractions 

The group will visit the Studebaker museum, enjoy lunch 
at Tippecanoe Place (the former Studebaker home and 
mansion), and tour the South Bend Chocolate Company.  
The day will include a sampling of chocolate as well as 
opportunity to purchase chocolate goodies. 

The bus will leave the church at 7:00 am (continental 
breakfast will be served) and will return between 6:00 
and 6:30 pm.  The cost of the trip for the tours and trans-
portation is $30.   Individuals will pay for their own lunch.  
The restaurant has a varied menu of sandwiches and 
entrees, with the cost ranging from $6 to $12.    Please 
call the church office at 643-6977 to make your reserva-
tion today. 

September 9-10—Overnight trip to Dresden, Ohio 

Details about the September trip to Ohio will be in the 
next Voice.  This trip will be open to all adults of any 
age.  Invite a friend to join you and enjoy the time to-
gether. 

There will be no J.O.Y. Lunch 
in July—we will meet again in 
August. Keep an eye out for 
information about the August 
lunch in the weekly bulletin 
and the August Voice.  

Mary Ritter 
Marilyn Alexander 
Robert D. Loose Family 
Miriam & Charlie Jones 
MaeEllen & Jim Gale 
Phyllis Dozier 
Pat & Don Moore 
Ann & Thomas 
McGranahan 
Gruenewald Historic 
House 
Laurie & Jeffrey Jackson 
Causey Family 
Kathy & Steven Cummins 
 
Mary Ritter to Bus Fund 
Nola Amos 
 
Mary Ritter to Davis 
Park 
Sue & Gene Wright 

 
Mary Ritter to Sunday 
School Program 
Norma & Robert Scott 
 
Herman Riggs 
Dan T. Fisher 
Carol & Herbert Hinkle 
& Julie Roberts 
 
Jack Colvin 
Alma Newberry Powell 
Clara F. Eaton 
 
Kenneth Metzger to 
Bus Fund 
Virginia Musser 

Our Vacation Bible School this year will be an all day 
affair on Monday,  July 26.  We’ll be meeting  at Davis 
Park from 9 am until 5 pm.  At 5 pm there will be a carry-
in dinner and program. We are making plans now and 
need persons who can be stall managers and persons 
to set up/take down tents and shelters, as well as men 
and women who can go with eight 
 children all day as they travel the market places that 
Jesus would have seen. 
                                                                                                                             
Contact Mrs. Susan Barnett and 
Miss Mary Margaret if you are 
available to help with this out-
reach to our children and our 
community!  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


