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Thanksgiving Edition! 
 

Greetings everyone and welcome to this week’s installment of the Anderson First UMC 

youth newsletter! 

 

Sunday Night Happenings 
 

 Two weeks ago I was in Disney World, so Jim Strock filled in for me again!  

Thanks a lot, Jim!  Disney World was awesome.  It was the perfect time of year to go.  It 

wasn’t too crowded, it wasn’t too hot, and they had a lot of their Christmas decorations 

up.  It truly was the happiest place on Earth.  This past Sunday we had our second ever 

Something Different service.  It went really well.  We watched a podcast from the 

organization XXXchurch.com and discussed what it means to love your enemy.  Here’s 

what the Bible has to say about it: 

 

“You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But 

I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons 

of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 

rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward 

will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet only your 

brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 

 -Matthew 5:43-47 

 

“But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 

bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone strikes you on one 

cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from 

taking your tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to 

you, do not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

 

  "If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' love 

those who love them. And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that 

to you? Even 'sinners' do that. And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, 

what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' lend to 'sinners,' expecting to be repaid in full. 

But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get 

anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, 

because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.” 

 -Luke 6:27-35 

 

We all know that love in the Bible is an action.  When it says to love our enemies 

that means we should physically do things for them.  I really like the passage in Luke 

because it says to do good to your enemies.  A lot of the time we take these scriptures and 

think that we should just pray for them, avoid them, and just be polite when we encounter 



them, but no, we need to sacrifice our time, energy, and efforts to show them that they are 

loved.  What will you do to love your enemies this week? 

 

Other Youth News 
 

• The Youth Auction is said and done, and we raised $461!  However, this 
is all theoretical.  Make sure that you and the person who won you get 
in touch so that you can work for him or her.  Collect your money too!  
Please try to have your service fulfilled no later than December 31.  
Thanks to all who participated! 

 

• We’re in charge of the meal for Community Café on December 6th.  
Meet at the church at 2:45 P.M. 

 

• Our new youth website is up and running!  It should be linked to the 
“youth” section on the church’s website, but might not be yet.  Here’s the 
URL if you want to just go directly to the site:  
http://www.ourchurch.com/member/t/teamawesome/ 

 

• The date for the Christmas Party is going to be on December 18th, which 
is the last day of school for Winter Break.  It’s going to be from 6 P.M. to 9 
P.M.  We’ll play games, eat food, and have a White Elephant gift 
exchange.  Bring a gift that doesn’t exceed $5 in price!  The place will 
be revealed once it is confirmed. 

 
• Have any Spring Break plans yet?  Well, if we get enough response, we 
will be going on a weekend mission retreat.  You can read more about it 
down below. 

 
• Does anyone have any more ideas for what we can do in the months 

of December – May?  Give me your ideas.  Our group needs to do the 
thing that the group actually WANTS to do, and we can’t do those things if 
you don’t tell me! 

 

• We’re having an information meeting for the 30 Hour Famine during 
youth group this Sunday!  Make sure you’re there if you want to be 
involved! 

 

• We’re probably going ice skating sometime in January.  The date will be 
made public as it gets closer. 

 

• The next Something Different is on December 27th at 9:00 A.M. 

 
Weekend Mission Retreat 



 
 For a while I have wanted to put together a mission trip for the summer of 
2010.  Well, that is a pretty large undertaking, and since we have camp during 
the summer it can be hard to get a group of people to commit two weeks out of 
their summers.  I decided to sort of ease us into the whole “mission trip” 
experience.  That’s why we are going to go on a mission retreat instead.  It’s 
basically like a mission trip, but it will just be over a weekend instead of a week 
or longer. 
 We’re going to be helping out at a place called New Life International, 
which is located in Underwood, IN.  Don’t worry if you don’t know where 
Underwood is; it’s one of those tiny towns located in my neck of the woods.  
New Life International is an organization that puts together water purifiers and 
delivers them to parts of the world that has unclean water.  They show them how 
to work them, maintenance them, and all of that fun stuff.  We’d help put some 
of them together and whatever odds and ends things they need to have done. 
 I was thinking about doing it over everyone’s Spring Break; since 
everyone goes to a million different schools there are two different Spring Breaks 
we have to work with.  However, there is an overlap, which is the weekend of 
April 2 – 4.  It’s the end of break for ACS and Pendleton and the beginning for 
Frankton and Lapel.  I’m not sure if any of you are planning any trips over that 
break, but perhaps you can work this mission retreat around your plans.  This is 
going to be a really awesome trip and I’m excited for our group to serve in this 
capacity together.  If you want to learn more about New Life International check 
out their website: 
http://waterfortheworld.com/home/ 

 

Youth Band Training Youth Band Training Youth Band Training Youth Band Training –––– Free Music Lessons!!! Free Music Lessons!!! Free Music Lessons!!! Free Music Lessons!!!    
 

Things with the youth band are going great!  However, if we really want this to 

grow and to continue through the ages, we need to start investing in gaining future 

members!  That’s why Jake is offering FREE MUSIC LESSONS!  If you are 

interested in being a part of the youth band, but can’t play an instrument (or can’t 

sing), then Jake is willing to teach you how to play something!  Right now he is offering 

guitar, bass guitar, drums, and mandolin, but with a little team work and dedication, you 

could probably learn how to play anything!  If you are interested in this FREE 

opportunity, then contact Jake at Jacob@andersonfirst.org or 643-6977.  If you are 

interested in helping to teach something, contact Jake as well. 

 

Random Thoughts 



 

Giving Thanks 

 

 I figured that since this was the “Thanksgiving Edition” of the 

newsletter I would write something about giving thanks.  People always talk 

about making sure that you remember to give thanks around the holidays and 

to remember the “reason for the season.”  That sounds like a good idea, but 

do people genuinely feel that way or do they just say it because it simply 

sounds like the good/right thing to say?  I know when I hear that I tend to 

think that we should be that way year-round.  However, saying that falls into 

the same category.  I feel like I say that because it sounds good and seems 

like the right thing to say. 

 This type of thing happens all too often in life.  We know the right 

thing to say or what a good response to a given situation or comment would 

be, but we don’t show that we really believe what we say.  We tend to want 

to let people know that we have the right answers and that we’re deep, 

thoughtful, and thought-provoking. 

What should our reaction to someone’s advice of remembering to give 

thanks be?  I honestly don’t know.  All that I do know is that I really want to 

do it.  I want to show that I am thankful.  I don’t want to take everything 

that I have for granted, and I definitely don’t want to take the feast that 

I’m going to consume tomorrow for granted.  What do I need to do to make 

sure that happens, though? 

We all want our expressions of thankfulness to be genuine.  The more 

I think about it, the more I believe that the expression of thankfulness has 

to be as strong as or stronger than the thing that has been done for us for 

which we are so thankful.  If we want to show genuine thankfulness, then we 

need to put forth an effort that is greater than making a Thanksgiving meal, 

an effort that is greater than dying to protect a person’s right to freedom, 

and an effort greater than innocently dying on a cross for the wrongdoings 

of every single person to ever exist. 

 Is it possible?  All I know is that it’s not supposed to be easy. 

 
ShoutoutsShoutoutsShoutoutsShoutouts    
 

The shoutout this time around goes out to thankfulness.  Thank God He 
created us with a sense of thankfulness. 

 

Calendar Dates 



 

November 29 – Youth Auction winners announced 

 

December 6 – Community Café 

 

December 18 – Christmas Party  6 P.M. – 9 P.M. 

 

December 27 – Something Different  9:00 A.M. 

 

February 26-27 – 30 Hour Famine 

 

Upcoming Birthdays (That I know of)Upcoming Birthdays (That I know of)Upcoming Birthdays (That I know of)Upcoming Birthdays (That I know of)    
 
December 25 December 25 December 25 December 25 – Marissa Childs and Jesus 

 

Thanks for reading and see you next issue!  Have a happy 

Thanksgiving! 
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