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We have come again to that most beloved season of
the Christian year — Advent and Christmas. I€Hhristians
confess and proclaim that “the Word became fleshdavelt
among us.” (John 14.1) This is the powerful messag
name thdncarnation— that Jesus was born into human
history in the fullness of time for the salvatidrntloe world.
This is what we celebrate and announce to all witidhear
each December.

The Christmas season really does have a wondrous
power. Yes, it's true, some of us have seen aflot
Christmases. Yes, it's true, Christmas can be drieeo
busiest times of the year and can pretty well wearout.

Yes, it's true, even religious leaders preachingn'tlose
the reason for the season” get a bit tiring. Barewith all it
has going against it, and as cynical as | might@e time
or another during the Advent/Christmas season, gontg
reaches out and grabs me, and the wonder of thaalyol
breaks anew. It might be a lingering, well remerale
phrase from Handel’'s Messiah; the simplicity, yeiaaing
power of even a plywood manger scene; the glovef t
candles in a Christmas Eve service; or the glahee o
daughter. And suddenly, there it is, overcomirg al
resistance. That is what is so great about oudtu
traditions. They can pierce through all obstadiges us
right back to our childhood, and make new the stdry
Jesus’ birth.

Maybe, one of these Advent devotionals will speak
especially to you.

What a great idea: an Advent devotional book with
each day’s meditation written by someone in our own
congregation.

A true gift.
Rev. Jeff Taylor




November 27

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay
aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live
honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead,
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Romans 13:11-14

As | received the diagnosis of ovarian cance3s
stage IV this spring, my life changed. Death, whiclEe = E=ied)
is a part of all life became more imminent for me. " ——o
My life was challenged with how to live in the pres
ence of death. | tried to process what was happgdnime and found |
was growing closer and closer to God. God’s lovarie became clearer
and the fear of death dissipated. | discovered mgdn the words in to-
day’s Scripture, “clothe yourselves with the Loesus Christ.” God’s
presence strengthened me and gave me new direttierdesire for
worldly goods and for living a life independent@éd grew less and less.
| began to find more joy as my life became moredtp@s | became more
grateful for God’s goodness. To live each momeinif@to the fullest
and to make death a meaningful part of living bexzamy focus. God was
blessing me and enabling me to bless others. Maa@sean “armor of
light” in my life. | was experiencing God’s kingdohere and now as |
accepted Jesus’ teachings. | did not have to waiéath for salvation. |
can and will choose to make God'’s love a part ofavgryday living. Sal-
vation is within all of our reach. God is readystove us each day. The
time for salvation is now!

Joann Burand

Prayer: Dear God, help us to feel your presence in ourslitr&at we may
deepen our faith and realize salvation is a giftde today. Amen



November 28

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that
has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— just as the
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you are
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord
Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 _

~

... I give thanks... because of the grace of @wt has been given you in
Christ Jesus.

WOW! What a gift! If | had to summarize the entiblical story
in one word, it would be grace.

Grace can be defined as unwarranted favor orihpgsven to
someone undeserving. For me, it is simply the k&sdriGod has shown
humankind since the creation. Even in times of,t@G&d’s grace is
always there to restore the person and their oglghiip with Him.

Each of us has been given spiritual gifts orldigpirits.” God’s
plan is for us to use our gifts to bless otherthab all persons can
experience grace. Gifts vary by individual, but wiad the gifts of our
congregation are enjoined, we are not lacking ysiritual gift.

This Advent we experience anew God’s grace irgtfieof His
Son, Christ Jesus. God chose to become complatetain to
demonstrate His divine plan for humankind. Jestes'df obedience to
and dependence upon the Father was a fulfilled@fel wants the same
for us!

Joe Snyder

Prayer: Lord God, thank you for loving us so much that gent your
only son to teach us about You. | pray that dutmg Advent season we
will experience your grace in new and profound waysen



November 29
and “to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and
with all the strength”, and “to love one’s neighbour as oneself”,—this is
much more important than all whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices.’
When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You are not
far from the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any
question.

While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said, ‘How can the scribes
say that the Messiah is the son of David? David himself, by the Holy
Spirit, declared,
“The Lord said to my Lord,
‘Sit at my right hand,

until | put your enemies under your feet.
David himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?’
And the large crowd was listening to him with delight.
Mark 13: 33-37

rn

No one knows when Christ will come again; only baavenly
Father knows that exact day or hour. As Christimresmust be prepared
for that end time. We need to be on guard by stagpiritually awake.
First, we need to read the Bible in order to armselves with faith, love
and hope. Secondly, we need to continue to pragdaance and
protection. Next, we need to surround ourselvel itommunity of
believers lifting one another up but also holdiagleother accountable.
Finally, we need to be aware of evils of this wdrldguarding ourselves
against temptations by setting priorities that kegpn the right path.

Be ready; be prepared. “No eye has seen, no sdrdad, no man
has conceived what God has prepared for those awgoHim.”
| Corinthians 2:9

Tim & Nina Kline

Prayer: Our heavenly Father, Guard our hearts and mindsvagprepare
for your coming. Amen



November 30

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it. ‘
John 1:1-5

& i
The concept of boundaries or limitations is a homae. We

make sense of the world around us by categorizahgling, and
comparing. Without assigning a beginning and ersktter or worse, a
before then an after, to help us sort everythingwa would be lost in
the chaos of our narrow minds. Try as we mayirnigossible for us to
understand everything, especially God. As Christiare don’t have to.
As Christians we just have to accept the gift thatl offers us, the gift of
free will. We simply have to choose to believe.bBedieve not invhat,
but to believe iIWHO. In Who was before there was a before. To believe
that God is the one true God. He was, is and Wilags be. Simple as
that. Just Believe. God is God. No limits, no baans, no definitions.
God is everything. Not one thing has been or velcbeated without the
hand of God. God made us and He loves us. He loeves much that He
provided a living reason to believe. A reason s tieat there could be no
doubt. “God so loved the world that he gave his am& only Son.” (John
3:16) God became human so that we could and wowd/kHim, learn
from Him and begin to grasp His love for us. God dli this simply so
that we might believe. God, through Jesus, evés uslthe only thing He
wants from us: “Believe in the one he has senthiJ6:29 NLT) Simple
as that, just believe.

Clint & Jennifer Kline

Prayer: Lord, Heavenly Father, thank You for your preseinceur lives.
Thank you for the gift of your son Jesus ChristipHss to live a life that
bears witness of our belief in You. Forgive ustha times we are too
weak to believe. In your holy name we lift our peaand prayers. Amen.



December 1

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

John 1:6-9

s

The story of John the Baptist probably brings ugmynmemories.
All the way from when he leaped in the womb of Bbeth at the sound
of Mary the mother of Jesus, to standing againit tevhis own demise.
Probably the most famous is that he ate locustdandy. Suffice it to
say he did not “go with the flow” of the day. Coulde he knew
something even before he was born? Something #vat lgm a burning
passion to tell everyone who would listen about than who would be
the “light of the world"? To tell everyone to regeand make straight the
way of the Lord? And what about the statement “Hetbe Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world”? | think tivedence indicates he
knew something most others didn’t. Nevertheless,gtripture
summarizes his purpose... to testify to the light.”

So, what are we to do with this? In our journegssemetime
listen to testimonies about the light, and somedimeare the testimony
to the light. What do we know that others needrtovk?

Dave Peter

Prayer: Heavenly Father, in this Advent season let us bstiin to what
the spirit is speaking and to speak about the lighthave been shown.
Amen



December 2
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will fulfill the promise |
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at
that time | will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah
will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by
which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’
Jeremiah 33: 14-16

Jeremiah has been called the” weeping prophd€ was
commissioned by God to spread a message that beodreenely
unpopular and he was rejected by his countrymemwak ultimately
persecuted as a traitor for doing the job that Gadl directed him to do —
urge the people of Judah to surrender to the Baigis. He was deeply
hurt by the ridicule and hostility he constantlgdd and became isolated
as a lone spokesman for God. Thus God was theomalyhe had to turn
to share his feelings. He did question why he grasn such indignation
to endurebut his faith in God overrode his pain. In turn he was given
the privilege of trumpeting th@ood Newsof God’s promise to one day
make a “New Covenant” with his people.

As | studied about Jeremiah, it came to me th&ndah'’s plight
is poignant to my life presently. Our son Jerdma@incidentally, has
become extremely concerned that the destructi@uiofvorld as we
know it is near, based on the interpretation ofagerScripture. He is
trying to prepare for that “time” and is compelkedconvince others to
have the same fears and concerns. | draw partdldisremiah the
Prophet in that he struggled to convince his peopl@od’s message.
But, he had faith and believed that God knew wieatvas doing. Each
time our son discusses his plight with me, | diteat to Scripture that
assures us that Gedll take care of usThe New Covenant that
Jeremiah the Prophet heralded so many years ago canrue, and
never grows old!

Heather Barrett
Prayer: This well known prayer echoes in my min@od, give me the
strength to change the things | can, the couragactept the things |
cannot, and the wisdom to know the difference.
Amen



December 3
The sun shall no longer be
your light by day,
nor for brightness shall the moon
give light to you by night;
but the Lord will be your everlasting light,
and your God will be your glory.
Your sun shall no more go down,
or your moon withdraw itself;
for the Lord will be your everlasting light,
and your days of mourning shall be ended.
Your people shall all be righteous;
they shall possess the land for ever.
They are the shoot that | planted, the work of my hands,
so that | might be glorified.
The least of them shall become a clan,
and the smallest one a mighty nation;
| am the Lord;
in its time | will accomplish it quickly.
Isaiah 60: 19-22

When the Lord comes again we will not need or ed@ut the
worldly things such as Light and Darkness fromigavens but from the
LORD in the Heavens. Those of us who think wetargmall to matter
will rise and link with each other to be powerfataugh the strength of
our Lord Jesus Christ. There are conditions to ible &od for the rest of
time. We need to have a Relationship with God.d-Hways there for us
but are we always there for him? It's like the Ndagr you know by sight
but don’t really have a relationship with. You ¢tamant God to come
and say, ‘well I know you but we never had a relahip.” We want to
be there in the Splendor so get to know God spiemel with him every
day. Have conversations with him. He is your Fdien

Janine Spurgeon

Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for continuing to pursue aatenship
with us. Help us to continue to get to know yotidoeAmen
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For whatever was written in former days was written
for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God. For | tell you that
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on
behalf of the truth of God in order that he might
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his
mercy. As it is written,
‘Therefore | will confess you among the Gentiles,

and sing praises to your name’;
and again he says,
‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’;
and again,
‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,

and let all the peoples praise him’;
and again Isaiah says,
‘The root of Jesse shall come,

the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.’
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15: 4-13




W

\

As | prepare my heart and mind to celebrate the
birth of our Lord and Savior, a phase from a soegps
running through my head, “...my hope is in you, Lbrd.

Romans 15:13 reads: May the God of hope fill
you with all joy and peace in believing, so thatiyoay
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus became like us, so we could become like
him. When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior
Christ walks with us. He leads and empowers us to
resist temptations and to do good. He gives us the
grace we need to obey his commandments and to grow
into his likeness more and more each day, in gpite
the sin that continues to dwell within our heattiis
grace empowers us to live the life we were cretied
live. There is no Savior, no hope, no peace, amat
life, no mighty power, or no wise counsel for taos
who do not know Jesus Christ. Our hope is in you,
Lord.

Vicky Snyder

Prayer: Thank you Father for your precious gift of

love. May we always have room in our hearts for
Jesus. May we never stop seeking him, and may your
gift of love continue in and through us. Amen.

1



December 5
O send out your light and your truth;
let them lead me;
let them bring me to your holy hill
and to your dwelling.
Then | will go to the altar of God,
to God my exceeding joy;
and | will praise you with the harp,
O God, my God.
Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you disquieted within me?
Hope in God; for | shall again praise him,
my help and my God.

Psalm 43: 3-6

In times of trouble or unrest, we look for rayshope to lead us
back to a place of harmony with our Creator. Tihdihg is in the
looking, and no joy is more complete than the peeedind in our
Savior's arms. When we are lost and catch sigthe@Kingdom, we run
to it like an anxious child to his mother’'s embraaed we celebrate in the
comfort, security, and reassurance we find th&lation bursts forth in
song, in choruses of praise rising on the winghefharp and the lyre.

My harp and my lyre is my guitar, and the moshautic worship
| can offer is to lay music at the foot of the @03 glimpse rays of His
light in hearts and voices lifted in praise andhi#tsgiving, which is for
me an angelic chorus calling me back to rightne#is mvy Lord.

Jim Strock

Prayer: O God, lead us back to You. When we find our phsitured by
the trappings of this world, let the rays of yoové meet us at the edge of
our perceived darkness. We long to praise youdrdwmusic, prayer

and deed. Bless and multiply the gifts we retamadu, may they add to
the brightness of Your light for those yet in tghli. In Christ’s precious
name we pray, Amen.



December 6

The Lord is my light though war rise up against me,
and my salvation; yet | will be confident.

whom shall | fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my
life;

of whom shall | be afraid?

One thing | asked of the Lord,
that will | seek after:

to live in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life,

When evildoers assail me to behold the beauty of the Lord,
to devour my flesh— and to inquire in his temple.
my adversaries and foes— Psalm 27: 1-4

they shall stumble and fall. Buen  Natale

Though an army encamp against
me,
my heart shall not fear;

Psalm 27 is a prayer of praise.

Verses 1 and 4 have special meaning for me: “Heyisight and
my salvation...He protects me from danger...I'N@ebe afraid...| ask only
to always live in His house and | will always ask His guidance.”

As | ponder my life | can see how He has proteatedall those
times my Naval officer husband was at sea. Oubofears of marriage, we
had only slightly half that time together!

How did | get through the separations? It was gsithe hope that
he would be returning! It was not an easy lifeirgghree children and
moving about 22 times. But with the opportunitydarn two foreign
languages and live in three foreign countries plawaii, how can | not be
grateful for God’s love and care during the diffidimes as well as the
good ones? | will continue to praise God in thedyand difficult times as
long as | live, and especially in song, and thesdde gave to me.

Steve-Anna Bird
Prayer: Heavenly Father, help us to remember You are ootieptor, and

we can always trust you are with us.
Amen



December 7

Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.
| have sworn an oath and confirmed it,
to observe your righteous ordinances.

Psalm 119: 105-106

Light. | did a search of the Bible and found 263
references to the light. How appropriate that vaslréne
above from the Psalms as we move into the seasiightf
Advent. How many times have we walked a path weat
were unsure? By putting our faith in the light add3wve could
see the right path to follow. If we believe anddul the laws
of God that light will be with us always, we wiliayy on that
right path. As we prepare ourselves for the bifthesus,
God’s shining light on Earth, let us reaffirm owtlo to follow
the laws of God.

Brian Jones
Prayer: Heavenly Father, as we celebrate the coming bifth o

your Son Jesus continue to shine your light soweamay
stay on the right path. Amen



December 8

Jesus said to them, ‘The light is with you for a lit-
tle longer. Walk while you have the light, so that
the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in
the darkness, you do not know where you are go-
ing. While you have the light, believe in the light,
so that you may become children of light.’

After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid
from them.

John 12: 35-36

In Psalm 36 we hear the writer saying of God ‘duury
light we see light.”: This same motif is found iohh where
Jesus urges us to walk in that same light whike available to
us. Too often we try to navigate in either dim tigh total
darkness, and the result can be stumbling or €allin

Remember the total darkness you experienced in
Mammoth Cave when the lights were extinguished? lgst
all your orientation to what was around you. A stieeling of
panic resulted, allayed when the light returned.

We are constantly sensing the darkness of simiin o
daily walk. So many great leaders stumble on tthilyy
journey because they fail to walk in God’s gradkedi gift of
light.

Rev. Bill Mathys

Prayer. In this holy season of light, let us seek for and
follow the Light of the World, and walk faithfullty the light
of our Lord, Jesus. Amen
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Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things
the wrath of God comes on those who are disobedient. Therefore do not
be associated with them. For once you were darkness, but now in the
Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of the light is
found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is
pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness,
but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such
people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible,
for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
‘Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.’

Ephesians 5:6-14

Verses six and seven tell the reader not to be
tricked by lies and deceit, because God gets mashw
that happens. Verses eight and nine basically sagresall lost in the
darkness until we find God. Then we are in thetlighd we can produce
the fruit of the light. Verses ten through twelmstruct us to do our best
to please the Lord, and to shun evil works and sgpgbem. Verses
thirteen and fourteen state once one awakes frerddrkness, Christ can
enter their life and work in it. Altogether thisgsage means this: “Don’t
be tricked by the darkness, lest you incur the hvodtGod. Instead, stay
in the light and work to please God by exposingdakness so that
Christ’s light can shine on it.”

To me, this means we as humans need to work bardttbe
reeled in by the bad things in the world aroundsush as lust of money
or material possessions, power that is used tQ buprejudice against
those less fortunate. Instead, we should workni finose things in our
lives and work to rid ourselves of them, so thatl@an fill the space
where they were before.

Bailey Strock

Prayer: Lord, please help me to rid myself of the darkdbiin my life.
Fill me up and cleanse me of all the unfruitfuhtis in me so that | can
better spread your love to the world.
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like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture:
‘See, | am laying in Zion a stone,

a cornerstone chosen and precious;
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those
who do not believe,
‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the very head of the corner’,
and
‘A stone that makes them stumble,

and a rock that makes them fall.’
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to
do.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own
people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

1 Peter 2:5-9

We are like living stones being built into God'sike. It is made
up of all of us. Each of us is very important todsIf you don't believe
in God, you are like a stone that causes peo@éutnble and fall. If we
believe, we are called out of the darkness andhistdight. We are all
one of his.

Mason Barnett

Prayer: Dear God, please help us to become a living stbaeis$ a part
of your holy framework. Help us to be good peopié belp others to
believe and become living stones according to yoand and

teaching. Amen
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Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

Isaiah 60:1-3

William Henley, in his powerful poem, “Invictus’edcribes his
world as “Dark as a pit from pole to pole.” All 0§, at some time, have
felt that our lives were engulfed in total darkness

Isaiah teaches us that when we turn to God, His/glill bring
light into our dark world enabling us to see theel@nd blessings that
surround us, then “the glory of the Lord is risggon you... and you
become radiant.” We are not only the recipient ol light but are the
reflector of it.

Pam King

Prayer: Thank you, God, for being with us in our times refagest
darkness to lead us by your everlasting light. Mgy faith and our lives
always reflect your glory. Amen
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And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who
are perishing. In their case the god of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is
the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we
proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves
for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine
out of darkness’, who has shone in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 4:3-6

Reading this scripture reminds me of a song |taaght as a
child, “Let it shine, Let it shine.” Let us not bénded by the minds of
the unbelievers but see the light of the glory bfi§l. Let the light shine
out of darkness in our hearts to give light toghey of God.

God said, “Let Light shine out of the darknesdhisTspecial
season with each light may we be reminded of tlesvkadge of the glory
of God in face of Jesus Christ.

Janet McDaniel

Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for the birth of Jesus. Letejsice in the
significance of this season. Amen.
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We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have
fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not
do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin.

1John 1:4-7 hﬁmﬁ

On October 4th, | received a letter asking me ritevan advent
devotional. This day was the third anniversary gfhitycle accident. |
was asked to use the above scripture as inspiratibthat talk about
light and dark reminded me of the darkness | expegd at that time. For
weeks sleep was impossible due to pain and theeléwas supposed to
sleep with. It was the time of year when the hadrdarkness were longer
than the hours of light. At first, | would get caftbed and just sit in the
darkness. Then one night the hymn, “Precious Lbatte My Hand”
came to mind. “Precious Lord take my hand, leacbmehelp me stand, |
am tired, | am worn; through the storm, throughright, lead me on to
the light.” I only remembered the first line, stutned on the light to look
it up in my old Methodist hymnal. It wasn’t there that verse became
my prayer. | realized how much | needed this timprayer with God,
and the hymn, “I Need Thee Every Hour” came todnigain it was on
with the light; this hymn was in my trusty old hyainVerses 1 and 3
were the ones that | remembered. | added thenytoymn prayer. Then
no need to turn on the light for the words to tk&traddition to my hymn
prayer. | have know the words to “How Great Thot' Aor years. It was
my father-in-law’s favorite and has become mineeSghthree hymns
were my light in that darkness. They helped me atkwnto the light as |
began to heal.

Francie Seybert
Prayer: Heavenly Father, This advent season as hours rhéas are
long, | hope | can walk in the light, as He is e tight, and find joy.
Amen.
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For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who
believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the
only Son of God. And this is the judgement, that the light has come into
the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their
deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to
the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those
who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.’

John 3:16-21

When we read John 3:16-21, we understand how iGachloves
us.

He gave us His only Son, so that we could havealtdéfe and be
saved rather than condemned. All we have to delis\e in and accept
Jesus.

When | read these scriptures they remind me ofmather, who
was a devoted Christian. The mother of twelve ofethem were boys.
She tried very hard to instill the love of Jesugsach one of us boys, and
the two girls. It was accepted in varying degreesach one of us.

Forty six years ago, my brother lvan was accigestibt in the
head. He lived for sixty days after the accidenithdut our mother’'s
efforts to teach us about Jesus, Ivan would haea bdost soul.

Ivan, even though he was a vegetable, completain bead, he
witnessed to us during his ordeal. Then days bdfergéied, lvan sat up in
bed and said, “Yes, Jesus, | see you.”

Thanks to God for sending Jesus and thanks tonotier for
teaching us about Jesus. Thanks to Ivan for hiadowitness.

Kenny Hall
Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for your Son, who dee@ve might
have eternal life. Also, thank you for loving paieand family who
continually witness of your love to us. Amen



December 15

Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her

that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,

that she has received from the

Lord’s hand
double for all her sins.

A voice cries out:
‘In the wilderness prepare the way
of the Lord,

make straight in the desert a high-
way for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,

and every mountain and hill be
made low;
the uneven ground shall become
level,

and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the Lord shall
be revealed,

and all people shall see it to-
gether,

for the mouth of the Lord has spo-
ken.’

A voice says, ‘Cry out!’
And | said, ‘What shall | cry?’
All people are grass,

their constancy is like the flower

of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades,

when the breath of the Lord
blows upon it;

surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades;

but the word of our God will
stand for ever.
Get you up to a high mountain,

O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,

O Jerusalem, herald of good tid-
ings,

lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,

‘Here is your God!’
See, the Lord God comes with
might,

and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,

and his recompense before him.
He will feed his flock like a shep-
herd;

he will gather the lambs in
his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,

and gently lead the mother
sheep.

Isaiah 40:1-11




This scripture reading is one that is associatiéla thve beginning
of Advent and the promised coming of the Lord.idkas speaking to the
people of Israel who have lived in the midst oeaywdifficult time. The
prophet begins this reading with a statement that the heart of his
mission: “Comfort, comfort my people.” The diffity of receiving such
a message is that it flies in the face of the reali their lives.
Understanding such a message from God was atdsasfficult for them
as it is today. How, for example, do we see thadlehges of building
peace among all people and dealing with the phbdtite poor?

The call for us today is both one of comfort ahdltenge, as it
was for the people of Israel. Comfort in the agsue that God is a
loving God who “will care for his flock like a shieprd.” Challenges
clearly come in the form of facing the hills andlegs in making a
highway for our God. People committed to establgipeace in this
world who have served in areas of deeply seedeflictsroften find
themselves set apart from others who fail to uridedsor see the
possibilities that lie ahead. Surveys of persohe have served in places
like Somalia, Northern Uganda, Irag and Afghanistanexample, have
very different perspectives than their peers wheelramained unengaged
at home. Likewise the same is true with those hdne been in the
forefront of the endeavors to relieve the suffefighe poor here and
around the world.

This passage in Isaiah seems to be telling us ioulved in

confronting the hills and valleys within our comnitigs and the broader
world in making the way of the Lord. It also assuus of the presence of
our God who is with us as a ruler and also a gemtieforter along the
way. May we in Advent not only seek to understarate fully the
presence of our God with us but also to be actiealyaged in building
the highway for our Lord.

Doug Nelson

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help us feel your presence andaras we
strive to help others in our community and world thdvent season.
Amen



December 16

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked
him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?’ Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no
one can work. As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.’
When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, ‘Go, wash in
the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and
came back able to see.

”~
John 9:1-7 w’

I

My husband likes to wrap gifts in very unusual e.a@ne year
my gift was wrapped to look like the local saviragsl loan company.
Another year a life sized cardboard bass violimgdtim our room near the
Christmas tree. Another year, large alphabet blatked and white
graced our living room. Sometimes the wrapping gabhét as to what
was inside, but often it did not.

One thing he never used was spit and dirt.

The blind man in the Book of John probably hacnesd few
gifts in his lifetime. Certainly he would never leaexpected a gift
wrapped in spit and dirt. However, the gift cong&alrthe gift of sight.
Unbelievable! Unspeakable! Wonderful! Worthy ofised The works of
God were most certainly revealed in this wondegftilin humble
wrappings. How have the works of God been reveaegwu in humble
wrappings?

Janet Casterline

Prayer: Lord, today, help us to see the eternal in the Hanmmen



December 17

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pi-
late was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his
brother Philip ruler of the region of lturaea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias
ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the
word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went
into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repen-
tance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words
of the prophet Isaiah,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,

and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”’

Luke 3:1-6

This passage represents John the Baptist's mesSaggentance
and the wonder of God’s work. Two main themes cthora this. One
is that all will see salvation from God. He haswoeand over all things
and will give us his saving grace. The second,randt important is that
John preaches the baptism of repentance unto riemisksins.

For some of us, we don’t remember our baptismtHiatpassage
tells us it is a way to salvation. | believe thhditen we ask for
forgiveness, it brings us back to the time we weptized.

Chris Taylor
Prayer: Lord, you have made us, nurtured us, and kepwis.were born

in to sin, but you give us the chance to ask fagifeness and we know
that we are forgiven through your grace. Amen.



December 18

A shoot shall come out from the stock of
Jesse,

and a branch shall grow out of his
roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,

the spirit of wisdom and understand-
ing,

the spirit of counsel and might,

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of
the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the
Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,

or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge
the poor,

and decide with equity for the meek of
the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of
his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall
kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around
his waist,

and faithfulness the belt around his
loins.

The wolf shall live with the lamb,

the leopard shall lie down with the
kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling
together,

and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,

their young shall lie down to-
gether;

and the lion shall eat straw like the
OX.
The nursing child shall play over the
hole of the asp,

and the weaned child shall put its
hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy

on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the Lord

as the waters cover the sea.

On that day the root of Jesse shall
stand as a signal to the peoples; the
nations shall inquire of him, and his
dwelling shall be glorious.

Isaigh 11: 1-10

As the election approaches, all | see everywhexréplitical signs”
which tell me what the “newly elected” promisesltofor me. As | observe all
this, | remember what Isaiah tells me about thediéés Isaiah foretold of Jesus’
coming and the new creation He will bring. | canalettthis ruler because He
is mine for the asking. | only have ¢boosefor Him to rule my life.

I look forward to God’s rule on earth as Jesusrret. Everything and
everyone will live harmoniously. There will be rilness, poverty, want or
death. This is a promise that is freely and hopeggtlen to me. All | have to do
to obtain all this is to believe.

Jane McVey

Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for your promise of a new ti@awhen Your
Son returns to rule the earth. Help me to live rasw await that promise. Amen



December 19
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; Jerusalem:
shout, O Israel! Do not fear, O Zion;
Rejoice and exult with all do not let your hands grow
your heart, weak.
O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord, your God, is with you,
The Lord has taken away the He is mighty to save;
judgements against you, he will rejoice over you with
he has turned away your gladness,
enemies. he will renew you in his love;
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in he will exult over you with
your midst; loud singing
you shall fear disaster no more. . .
On that day it shall be said to Zephaniah 3:14-16

When | hear the words, “he is mighty to save” | @minded of a Great
Banquet (similar to Emmaus Walk) weekend when | s&aging on the team.
The Lord is Mighty to Savewas the theme song for the weekend. One of the
gals at our table was a single mother of a 16 glghson. She had a minimum
wage job and lived in a cramped upstairs apartmvéhther son. She struggled
with decisions she had made in her life. She whtddelieve God loved her
and wanted to save her, but yet, she had a feat®lad not really died tsave
her. She couldn’t believe God could possibly be e$éed in her—not with all
the rotten things she had done in her life, nohwailt the messy decisions she
had made, not with all the horrible things she &&id to her son.

As the weekend and the talks progressed, sheystake down the
wall she had built around herself and began tebelthat Christ really had died
for her too, and He truly was interested in sav¥iag | remember singinghe
Lord is Mighty to Save and seeing the look of pure joy on her face asahg.
She was looking off in the distance and | couldgma she was really seeing
the face of her savior as she sarfgveryone needs compassion, a love that's
never failing. Let mercy fall on me. Everyone rieforgiveness, the kindness
of a savior, the hope of nations. ... Take meyas find me, all my fears and
failures, fill my life again.” **

Karen Ambler
Prayer: Dear God, during this beautiful season of Adveatnind us daily of the
gift of your Son and his willingness to save Uelp us to share the message--
Youare mighty to saveAmen

**Hillsong United



December 20

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but
before they lived together, she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned
to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for
he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he
took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her
until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
Matthew 1:18-25




Although we are Christian, it is sometimes
difficult to keep our faith and to trust in the ldoin all
things. This is especially true when we are facead w
difficult situations. In the scripture, Joseph Viased with
the fact that his fiancée, Mary, was pregnant. Kingw
that he could not be the father of the child, hel@¢anly
imagine that she had been unfaithful to him. Thia i
problem encountered by many young couples in taday’
world and is usually resolved by the couple bregkiff
the engagement. Because Joseph was a kind mandand d
not want to cause Mary any further grief, he deditte
use this same technique and quietly send her owéner

Having made this decision, Joseph fell asleep, and
in his dream the Lord spoke to him, reassuring thiat
Mary had not been unfaithful, but she was bearisgra
conceived by the Holy Spirit. Joseph had a stramy a
enduring faith and complete trust in the Lord. 8ihe
trusted the Lord so completely, he went ahead igh
marriage to Mary and became a father to her son, wh
they named Jesus.

Without faith, when we are faced with situations
such as a financial crisis, a broken relationshighealth
issues, we tend to try to take care of the proldgm
ourselves, forgetting God is always with us analigys
willing to help. We need only ask and pray for his
guidance and relief. The resolution to our problaay
not be just what we want or think it should be,, tilke
Joseph, we must trust that God has a plan for dishen
end result will be a part of that plan.

Gail Brant

Prayer: | pray that you will strengthen my faith, and build
my trust in You, that | might rely on You alwaygtade
me through the problems that | face in my life. Ame



December 21

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to
them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for
all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard
it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been »

told them. ‘),:“?\

Ever felt unimportant—Iike you simply didn’t matger
The shepherds living out in the fields tending thieicks had good reason
to feel undervalued, forgotten by their world. Yheere not rich, not
famous, and were certainly easy to overlook. TWwese invisible to the
world, individuals with whom each of us could, iatés, identify.

And yet it is to these seemingly invisible amdmportant shepherds
that God chose to reveal the birth of his Son,Sawior, who came to
earth not just for a select few, but for each gfinesmatter our standing in
society.

What a wonderful and loving God—to value eaths and to present
us with a gift of such magnitude and importancéisgift should make
each of us feel valued.

Bill Brown

Prayer: Lord, we praise you for the wonderful gift of @avior, Jesus.
Your love for each of us fills us with joy. Amen



December 22

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to
Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the lake,
in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,

on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—
the people who sat in darkness

have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death

light has dawned.’
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.’

Matthew uses Isaiah to describe the time in whesus lived. It
was a time of “darkness”, despair, helplessnessnBfi of a sudden a
great light appeared. Jesus came preaching a mewdalled the
Kingdom of God.

| have often wondered about Jesus’ voice. Diddwela singing
voice? It must have been melodious and strongderdo project over
waves of the sea and the multitudes of people.

We know it was filled with hope. It was filled wmitompassion
and love. It was filled with the joy of a new dayket“kingdom of God is
at hand.”

| heard a song recently that reflects this longing

Do you hear the people sing They will live agairireedom
Lost in the valley of the night In the gardenioé Lord

It is the music of the people They will walk bethiplough-share
Who are climbing to the light. They will put awayetsword

For the wretched of the earth. The chain will baklen

There is a flame that never dies And all will haveir reward!
Even the darkest night will end Will you join inrocrusade?

And the sun will rise. Who will be strong

and stand with me?
Rev. Dr. Bob Jackson
Prayer: “Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set tbplpdree,
From our fears and sins release us, let us findrest in thee.” Amen



December 23

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jeru-
salem.
In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,

and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it.

Many peoples shall come and say,

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!
Isaiah 2:1-5




Everyday at work we interact with many people. |
had one person who | didn’t get along with well ded
would know just how to push the right (wrong) buatt®ne
day in a meeting with my boss present, my adveraadyl
got into it like we always did. On the way baclotar
desks my boss said, “You don’t get along with hieny
well, do you?” When we got to her office, she saithme
on in, and shut the door behind you.” She thdrogbher
bible and we discussed bible verses. “Love thggor as
thyself,” (who is thy neighbor?), Matthew 22:39Jut as |
have loved you, you should love each other,” JaiB4.
“As you treat the least of these my brothers astkgs, so
you treat me,” Matthew 25:40.

In this Advent season we should be anticipatirg th
birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and ncemtrat-
ing on the Love and Grace of God. Change our olgswa
into new. We don’'t have swords and spears to agsind
remake into peaceful tools, but we do have a hlurtfu
weapon in our tongue. We need to control that tgigh
weapon and to learn and teach others the way tp obe
God’s word and to follow and walk in his light, doir
Savior’s birth, this glorious season.

Cliff Ambler

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us the abil-
ity to hear and read your word and to be able taaq the
lessons of old into the new of our lives. Plaasethe

Holy Spirit to guide us in this Advent Season t@ Ineore
loving and kind people. We ask all of this in thene of
your precious son Jesus. Amen.

Do everything you do in the Glory of the One who mae
you, He made You — Steven Curtis Chapman



December 24

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was custom-
ary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel.’

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at
what was being said about him.
Luke 2:25-33

Simeon had been waiting a long time to see thesMbsGod had
promised Simeon he would see the Messiah befodielae We all know
what it is like to look forward to seeing or getfisomething special.
Sometimes our excitement is disappointed whendakthing happens,
but not Simeon. He knew exactly who he held indnmes, and thanked
God for the privilege he had. God exceeded his @=afiens.

And what about Mary and Joseph. This was thetfite# someone
besides themselves or Mary’s Aunt Elizabeth cordanvho their child
was—God’s son! We bet their hearts exploded with jo

Grammy & Grandpa Peter
Danielle, Aidrey & Carly Hunt

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for always exceedingexjecta-
tions with your gifts. Thank you most of all foe treatest gift, Your Son.
Amen



December 25

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onwards and for evermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 2\

Isaiah 9:2-7 I E




In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all
the world should be registered. This was the first registration
and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and fam-
ily of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be
afraid; for see—I| am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heav-
enly host, praising God and saying,

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shep-
herds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known
to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Luke 2:1-20




December 25—Christmas Day

Christmas Day is here! The waiting and preparagi@over—Jesus
is born! As we once more read the familiar wortilsaiah and Luke
about the coming of Jesus, our hearts are filled giatitude and
praise. As you celebrate this day with family &mehds, remember
how much God loves you. Enjoy both the gifts yoregnd the gifts
you receive today, and celebrate the gift of G&bs. Share the
wonderful gifts of God’s love and grace with others

Rev. Donna Goings

Prayer: Dear God, thank you for Jesus’ birth. Thank yauyfaur
love shown to us through Jesus. We pray for oultdatbat needs to
experience your presence and peace. Help us te sha gift of Je-
sus and His message of love and grace with ourdvodimen.
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