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Anderson First UMC is in its third year of partnering with  Anderson     
Elementary School. We provide tutors and classroom support weekly.  In 
December we began the “Buddy Bag”    program which supplies nutritious 
meals to kindergarten and first grade students for over the weekend. That 
effort is headed up by Ernie and Johanne Coleson and Roberta Coleson. 
This picture is of a team packing 330 Buddy Bags for distribution on     
Friday, January 13.��

 In December, First Church   
began a Buddy Bag program to help 
children get enough nourishment at 
home.  Most students receive breakfast 
and lunch at school and sometimes do 
not get much to eat at home. We are 
attempting to fill that void.  On        
December 23, we took 170 Buddy 
Bags to Anderson Elementary School 
and distributed them to the kindergar-
ten students.  The bags contained 9 
protein items.  The teachers and       
students were very excited to get 
them.   
 We are going to continue to 
provide the bags each month during the 
school year.  In January we will be  
including the first grade as well as the 
kindergarten.  If all goes well, we will 
attempt to include all the children (up 
to the 3rd grade) before the end of the 
year. Volunteers will be needed to bag 
the food and help unload it from the 
food bank trucks. Delivery of the 
Buddy Bags will be on January 27, 
2012, at 12:00 noon.   If you are      

interested, please    
contact Ernie or       
Johanne Coleson at  
765-644-1784. 
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 The “Buddy 
Bags” program is not 
the only thing we are 
doing at Anderson 
Elementary.  Three 

years ago we began to support the 
school and its teachers by providing        
classroom support.  We have about a 
dozen members from Anderson First 
who go to the school weekly to help 
students with reading or to be helpful 
to the host teacher in any way possible.  
These adult mentors have found this 
volunteer work to be especially       
rewarding.  Actually, this is how we 
became aware of the need for the 
weekend Buddy Bag program. 
 We can lament the problems 
our schools face or we can do what we 
are doing and offer our help and       
support.  If this is a ministry that     
interests you, you can get involved in 
these ways: 

· Volunteer to help with the 
Buddy bag program 

· Our hope for next year is to do 
offer the Buddy Bag program 
every week for the entire 
school year. You can sponsor 
one child for one year for 
$140.00 

· Volunteer as a tutor/classroom 
helper.  You can contact Doug 
Nelson for more information. 
(649-6250). 
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That Thing 
 The time for signing up to attend That Thing 
is upon us!  What is That Thing?  I will tell you!  
That Thing is a Sr. High event that immerses      
attendees in a life lived for God.  The dynamic 
speakers, awesome dramas, and passion-filled   
worship will leave a lasting impact on anyone who 
attends.  Plus, there is paintball… and water tubing!  
This year we are going the week of July 1-6.  Please 
sign up as soon as you can!  We have an extremely 
large group going this year, so the sooner we get 
spots filled, the better.  The cost is about $250, but 

the church is helping pay 
for it, so you only have to 
pay $100!  The deadline to 
sign up is May 1st. 

CIY: Move 
 Taken from the CIY (Christ in Youth) website: 
“Located on college campuses across the nation, Move provides 
a program for 25,000 high school students every summer.      
Students are challenged through intense, interactive worship,  
dynamic preaching, small group study, and community-building.  
Students at MOVE not only learn and worship together but also 
spend quality time with their church youth group, discovering 
ways God will use them to be a greater help to the world.” 
 We are attending CIY: Move this summer!  It’s at  
Anderson University, so travel is not a problem, and it’s the 
week of June 11-15.  The cost is $274, but you only have to pay 
$100!  The deadline to sign up is April 11th.  You must be in 
high school (or have just graduated high school) to attend.  You 
can check out the event online here:  http://www.ciy.com/move.  
Get pumped!!! 

� ���� � 	
��
 	����� 	� �� ����� ���� �� ��
� 	 �� � 	���� �� � � 	

 In 
some ways I 
feel like I am 

still recovering from the Christmas    
season celebrations and getting back 
into a normal routine.  Yet the liturgical 
seasons continue to prod us forward, and 
the beginning of Lent is only a few 
weeks away.  We will have the          
opportunity again to prepare our hearts 
for Jesus, this time as our Risen Savior.  
Do you and your family give things up 
for Lent?  We do in my family – at least 
we try our best!  Sometime in the week 
before Ash Wednesday, we will begin 
tossing out ideas for things to give up.  
My boys decide for themselves what it 
is they will forgo, although we usually 
have to discuss that it must be        
something that is truly a sacrifice but 
also not ridiculously difficult.  
(Homework and violin practice can 
NOT be on the give-up list!)  We help 
hold each other accountable and offer 
encouragement to stick with it.  This has 
been a way for us to walk especially 
close with Jesus and is a real and present 
reminder of the ultimate sacrifice He 
made.  I encourage you to give it a try 
this season! 
 Thinking ahead to summer     

already, I am pleased to announce the 
dates for our summer activities for   
children!  Beginning in June, we will 
have Vacation Bible School the week 
of June 18, which is open to kids ages 
3 through 6th grade.  (More details 
coming soon.)  Following in July, our 
Musical Camp will be the 9th-13th, 
and is open to students from 2nd grade 
through 8th grade.  This year’s       
selection is called Old Testament Fast 
Forward, which recalls major events 
of the OT in a delightful and          
humorous way.  Finally, the popular 
Art and Music Camp, directed by 
Mary Falkenberry and Barb Bowman, 
will be July 30 through August 3.  
This camp is open to kids from 1st 
through 8th grade and is a wonderful 
opportunity to explore playing tone 
chimes, singing, art, and movement.  
Share these dates with the kids in 
your life and get them on the         
calendar! 
 Are you interested in being on 
the VBS team?  This is the group of 
folks who decide on curriculum and 
how it should be carried out during 
the VBS week.  Our first meeting will 
be Saturday, Feb. 11 at 10 am in the 
N/S Parlor.  FUMC will be hosting a 

VBS Open House for our Cokesbury 
Representative that morning, and he 
will have a lot of material on        
display.  We will meet about once a 
month through the spring.  Will you 
consider helping in this important 
outreach ministry?  There are lots of 
ways to contribute!  Please talk with 
me if you are interested. 
 Finally, I am excited to     
announce we will be having a Kids 
Night Out on Friday, March 2.  This 
evening will be dedicated to doing 
art projects in preparation for     
Children’s Sunday (on April 22).  
Art teacher extraordinaire, Margaret 
Arouh, and her talented            
granddaughter, Ashley, will be   
leading the children in projects that 
will be on display and used in     
worship on Children’s Sunday.  
Margaret and Ashley are excellent at 
getting kids to do their best work; I 
am excited to see the results of this 
evening!  Look for specific details 
about this event in the bulletin in the 
weeks to come. 
 
Peace, 
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There will be no circle meetings in February 

 Did you know Indiana United 
Methodist Women support The 
Lucille Raines Residence in down-

town Indianapolis? Did you know Pastor Donna serves on 
the board? Did you know what Lucille Raines is?  
 The Lucille Raines Residence provides a safe    
environment for those recovering from substance abuse, 
or parolees trying to re-establish their lives. The residents 
all share in learning to function independently and as 
whole people in life. Many are finding Christ to be the 
source of successful  recovery.  
 Rent from the residents make up half the cost of 
operating the facility. Indiana UMW provide much of the 
remaining needed funding, in addition to Conference   
Advance Specials and private donations. This residence is 
an awesome opportunity for those in need, and this April 
they will be celebrating 35 years of service to the          
Indianapolis area. 
 Our local unit is planning to attend the celebration 
by taking the church bus 
down to the residence for 
the official celebration on 
April 16. Specific details 
of the trip will be avail-
able in the April Voice—
but, for now, be sure to 
save the date. 
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The 30 Hour Famine is 
an overnight event   
designed to give      
people a small taste of 
what it would be like to 
live in an impoverished 

community.  We go 30 hours without eating (drinking 
juice is ok, though), while at the same time play 
games, watch videos, and have discussions that help 
us get a glimpse of what these people go through on a 
day to day basis.  The goal is not only to educate, but 
to make a difference.  Part of the 30 hours involves 

 � 	��� �	����� � 	
participating in community service, and we collect money in 
the months leading up to the 30 Hour Famine, which World 
Vision (the organization coordinating this event nation-
wide) will use to help out these needy communities.  The 
event itself will be on Friday, February 24 – Saturday,   
February 25.  We’ll be staying overnight at the church.  If 
you are interested in helping raise money, contact Jake 
Brooks.  Talk to a member of the Youth Ministry or go to 
this website to donate:  http://support.worldvision.org/goto/
andersonfirstumc 
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 There’s no time like the    
middle of February to schedule a 
celebration! It’s been a while since 
we were together at Christmas, and it 
will be a while before we celebrate 
Easter.  It’s a perfect time to celebrate 
an event we all have every year—a 
birthday. (Ok, maybe some of us are 
celebrating the xx anniversary of our 
29th birthday, but we still need to 

celebrate!) 
 On February 25th at 6:00 pm, we are planning a 
gathering to do just that—recognize everyone’s         
birthday—at once. Each month of the year will have a  
different cake to celebrate with, and during dinner we’ll 
be asked to sit with others born in our month. What a 
great way to get to know people. 
 The church will provide the cakes, beverages, and 
table service. All we ask is for those who attend to bring a 
dish to share. 
 Everyone is welcome—from the youngest to the 
oldest. We will celebrate in Fellowship Hall, and there 
will be room for all. 
 Pastor Jeff is planning entertainment for the     
evening so be sure to join us. 
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 Did you know Anderson First 
UMC has an official Youth Ministry 
newsletter?  Well, we do, and it is 
painstakingly put together on a 
monthly basis by yours truly.       
Perhaps you’ve seen a couple issues 
stacked up at the Welcome Center in 
the Narthex.  It’s called Positive 
Concepts.  I have recently made an 
amazing change to this newsletter.  
People who have signed up to       
receive it (by giving me their e-mail 
addresses) will still receive a 
monthly e-mail with a typical    
newsletter attached, which will    
simply include the upcoming Youth 
Ministry events.  I have moved a  
majority of the articles that have   
appeared in Positive Concepts to a 
blog, which can be found online at 
this website:  http://
positiveconcepts.wordpress.com.  
 I’m VERY excited about the 
potential for interaction and keeping 
in touch outside of the church this 
blog will be able to give us.  If you 
would like to receive updates directly 
to your e-mail inbox, just go to the 
link above and type in your e-mail 

where it says “Follow Blog via            
E-mail.”  You will then receive a    
confirmation e-mail.  Just follow the 
link and you’ll be good to go!  I hope 
you all take part in getting connected to 
the Youth Ministry, and the youth, of 
this church. 
 There are a lot of awesome 
things coming up the next few months 
in the Youth Ministry!  On February 5th 
we are having our annual Super Bowl 
party.  I’m sad because the Packers 
won’t be playing, but that just means I 
can enjoy hanging out instead of  
stressing over who wins the game.  We 
will once again have the party in the 
youth room.  The 30 Hour Famine is 
the weekend of February 24 – 25.  We 
are currently accepting donations, 
which will be sent to World Vision 
who will in turn use that money to   
provide food, clothing, shelter,        
education, clean water, and other      
essentials to those living in               
impoverished countries.  Find a     
member of the Youth Ministry to     
donate, or you can go to this website 
and donate online:  http://
support.worldvision.org/goto/

andersonfirstumc.  Our goal is to 
raise $360! 
 In March, I will be attending 
the Simply Youth Ministry       
Conference in Louisville, KY, so I 
will be gone from the 3rd through 
the 5th.  The YLT has come up with 
a great event for us on March 16th.  
It is tentatively titled “P.E. Games,” 
and we will pretty much be playing 
all the fun games you liked to play 
in P.E., such as Matball, Dodgeball,  
Knockout, etc.  We’ll meet from 
7:00 P.M. – 10:00 P.M. that night.  
We will have another dinner this 
year before the Good Friday service 
at church.  Good Friday is on April 
6th.  Dinner is at 6 P.M., and the  
service starts at 7 P.M.  The New 
Life International trip is April 13-
15.  It’s free!  Start thinking about   
signing up for camp!  We are going 
the week of July 1-6.  We are also 
going to another conference this 
summer called CIY: Move at AU 
on June 11-15.  Read more about it 
elsewhere in The Voice. 
 Have a great month and 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 
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 Pastor Donna is proud to announce to all her    
newest job. She is now officially known 
as Grammy to one Timothy Tibbs born 
on January 17th to Shannon and Scott 
Tibbs of Bloomington. The baby weighed 
7 lbs, 4 oz. and was 20 inches long at 
birth. All are doing fine, settling into a 
new routine. 
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 United Methodist Trivia: Continuing our    
questions from last month:  
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 “That was Livin’” is the title of Jean 
Deaton’s (former FUMC member) 2008 book,   
published about three years before Jean’s death. 
 What a piece of joy filled memories of   
travels and camping trips with husband Tom, and 
their two boys. 
 If you’ve never slept in a tent during a     
terrible storm, you can do so through Jean’s fun 
filled log of their yearly camping jaunts around this 
great country. 
 Really fun reading awaits anyone fortunate 
enough to read this delightful book. 
CHECK IT OUT! 
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 A new member class will  
begin with a brunch being planned by 
the   Hospitality Committee on    
February 5, immediately following 

the morning service.  Anyone who may be interested in 
joining the church family here at Anderson First is         
encouraged to talk to Pastor Jeff, or Pastor Donna about 
taking this class, which explores what it means to be a 
United Methodist, and looks into some of the history of our 
church. You also may  call the church office for details. 
 New members will be received on Easter Sunday, 
April 8. 
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Listed below are the teams scheduled to cook at the 
Community Café for the month of February.  Thank 
you to all team members for all you do. 

 
February 5—Mark Shaw 

February 12—Sandy French 2 
February 19—Chris Taylor 
February 26—Peg Peter 

March 4—Deardra Roesch 2 
 

 If you are not volunteering on a team at the 
moment, there are several teams who are looking for 
new members, and Bill Roesch is always looking for     
volunteers who can help out in a pinch. 
 Also remember we offer a mini-food pantry for 
our Sunday evening guests, and non-perishable food 
items are always appreciated when you donate them. 

 The Helping Hands Non-Food 
Pantry will be open on February 8 and 
29, from 8:30 to 11:00 am, and 3:30 to 5 
pm. As always, the need is greater during 
the winter season of the year. 

 Any contribution you are able to 
make, such as toilet paper, powdered 
laundry detergent, tissues, diapers, paper 

towels, personal hygiene products, dish soap, etc. will be 
greatly appreciated. 

 Thank you to all in the congregation who take the 
time and money to support this very valuable ministry to 
the Anderson Community.  Another VERY BIG thank 
you to all the volunteers who help each month when the 
pantry is open. 
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� The February meeting of the monthly book club 
will be held on Tuesday,  February 7, at 9:30 am, in the 
church library. The sixth book of the year is entitled Hang 
a Thousand Trees with Ribbons by Ann Rinaldi. 

 Amazon.com describes the book 
as:�“Kidnapped from her home in Sene-
gal and sold as a slave in 1761, Phillis 
Wheatley--as she comes to be known--
stuns her adopted country by becoming 
America's first published black poet.” 
 A book review from the same 
website said: “I loved this book more 
than any other Historical fiction novel 
that I've ever read! It is the story of a 
young black girl who is kidnapped from 

her home in Africa, and taken on a slave ship to Boston 
Mass.{They give you a detailed account of how she was 
caught and her journey} Soon after, she is taken in by the 
Wheatley family, and treated as a daughter, not a slave. 
Nathanial, John Wheately's son, teaches her to read and 
write. The Wheately's soon realize, that she has a great  
talent for writing poetry! So, they take her to England to 
have it published.{because she is black and a woman, they 
won't publish her work in America}. Once in England, 
Benjamin Franklin tells her that now that she is in        
England, she is free! So, the question is, will she betray the 
family that has treated her so well? Or will she take her 
long wanted freedom? “ 
 This book is certain to generate a lot of interesting 
comments—Please join us!! 
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 On Monday, March 5, 2012, the Morehouse   
College Glee Club will be performing in our Sanctuary. 
This concert is a joint effort between New Hope UMC, 
Anderson University and Anderson First UMC. The 
Glee Club is a world renown organization performing at 
many significant events, such as The   Kennedy Center 
Honors.  
 According to their website: “The Morehouse  
College Glee Club embraces a ninety-year tradition of 
musical excellence and achievement. The Glee Club has 
continued in this tradition through the dedication and 
commitment of its members and the leadership that    
directors have provided throughout the years. It is a    
tradition that has bestowed upon the Glee Club a vast 
history of attainment and shall provide it with a secure 
future of even greater accomplishments. It is the mission 
of the Morehouse College Glee Club to keep its standard 
of excellence.” 
 You will not want to miss this concert! 
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Pastor Donna is still soliciting     
suggestions for the 2012 Bon Ami 
trips. If you have a great place to 
visit within an hours drive, give her 
a call.  
 There will be a Bon Ami trip 
in February, so stay tuned to the  
bulletin and website 
(andersonfirst.org) for details. 
 Bon Amis is a travel group 
targeted to individuals 55 years and 
older.  The group takes day trips to 
areas of interest within our local and 
regional area.  The cost of each trip 
varies and includes entrance fees,  
restaurant costs, and the bus 
cost.  Participation is open to the 
community.  Contact Pastor Donna 
(643-6977) for more information. 

Anderson First United 
Methodist is a Stephens 
Ministry Church  
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 The J.O.Y. (Just Older 
Youth) group February meeting 
will be held Friday, February 17, 
at 11:30 am, in Fellowship Hall.  
Details are still being worked out 
for this event, so be sure and 
keep checking the bulletin for 
information.  
 Please call the church 
office to make your reserva-
tion.  The suggested donation for 
lunch and the program is 
$7.00.  J.O.Y. is a monthly     
fellowship group 
targeted to adults 
65 years and 
older.  

Sandy Myers to Bus Fund 
Bev and Dick Briles 
 
 
Thommy Brown Fund 
Carolyn and Mike Goldsmith 
 
 
Patty Counts to  
Christmas Offering 
Haskill Counts 
 
 
David Pike 
Judith and Rushen 
Mayhugh 
 
 
Cathy Hodson to Bus Fund  
Ruby Taylor 
 
 
Tom Taylor to Bus Fund  
Ruby Taylor 

 This year’s mission trip to volun-
teer at an UMCOR facility is scheduled 
for April 29-May 4, 2012. Plans are to 
volunteer at MMDC in Chatham, IL. 
 The above graphic displays the 
work that MMDC was able to provide in 

2011, and be assured more will be       
distributed in 2012. 
 If you are interested in             
participating in this trip, please contact 
Bill Brown for specific information.  You 
won’t regret it! 
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 Ash Wednesday, February 22, 
marks the beginning of the Lenten season 
on the church calendar. According to one 
website: “Lent is a season of soul-searching 
and repentance. It is a season for reflection and 
taking stock. Lent originated in the very earli-
est days of the Church as a preparatory time for 
Easter, when the faithful rededicated them-
selves and when converts were instructed in the 
faith and prepared for baptism. By observing 
the forty days of Lent, the individual Christian 
imitates Jesus’ withdrawal into the wilderness 
for forty days. “ 
 An Ash Wednesday service is 
planned here in the Sanctuary at 7:00 pm 
on the 22nd, with child-care available, and 
an all-church Lenten study is also being 
planned.  This study will begin after Ash 
Wednesday, and     
several classes will be 
scheduled so all  may 
participate. Please 
check the weekly   
bulletin for details. 
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United Methodist Trivia Answers History: John Wesley; Charles Wesley; 
Susanna Wesley; Charles wrote many of our favorite hymns—including O 
For a Thousand Tongues to Sing; Come, Thou Long Exp ected Jesus and 
Hark, The Herald Angels Sing. 
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